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Impact Los Alamos Symposia:
Audience Responses
UNM ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

Bradbury Science Museum, Los Alamos, New Mexico
22 February t 996
[Gloria Mirabal]
I suppose you want our name. [My name is] Gloria Mirabal. I do not
know how to formulate this question, but I have always wondered about
it. [Northern New Mexico] must have been a wonderful place to live
even though the times were hard in the thirties, but I think it must have
been a beautiful place to live in the forties in Santa Fe or in Chimayo,
along the plaza. It seems to me like the people in a way are grieving the
loss of a kind of a life that they had that was so beautiful and so peaceful. It was centered very much around the family, the church, the plaza,
and [they] are [now] having to deal with modern life and having to embrace technology and to compete. Can you tell me something about
that? Did you find a kind of a grieving? It is something we have to do,
but it is sure hard to leave the past. Is this something I have just in my
imagination or did you find a bit of that?
[Response by Carlos Vasquez]
Yes, indeed we did. And it was interesting how it came to us across
generations. It was the younger generations who were much more concerned about this than the older folks. The older folks would either say
it was inevitable, "That's what will happen," or a variation of, "We were
here long before they came and we'll probably be here long after they've
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left ... ," to "It serves you right for turning Gringo. If you had kept your
language and listened to us, you wouldn't be feeling that way. They
said that the people who stayed close to their roots, didn't lose that.
And then there were those people, who upon retirement could think
of nowhere else to go, would think of no place else to live. It is interesting, the interplay of the responses, not only to long-term questions to
them, but to in-between and short-term questions, as well. In the level
of denial and in the level of frustration. So there is some grieving, but I
must tell you, there is, especially among the younger generations, a
vibrant sense of, "We will roll with it. And we, in fact, will still be here,
perhaps long after they've gone."
(Gloria Mirabal]
I had another comment. I just want to tell you about a project that I
have initiated. I am a president of Mana del Norte, which is a Hispanic
women's organization ... that's been meeting about once a month ... trying to get the people of this county together with its neighbors, specifically people from Rio Arriba County, to meet, to learn to dialogue. It is a
very small group, and what I tell them is, that there are issues that have
been around for fifty years that we have never talked about ... kind of
like the elephant in the middle of the living room. People just kind of
ignore [it] and walk around [it]. Well, there are some issues that I think
we need to talk about. I would just like to invite the people here [to our
meeting]. It is going to be held at the Mesa Public Library on Monday. I
have invited some people to come from Los Alamos, and one of their
initial reactions was, "Well, is it going to be another Los Alamos bashing?" They are real afraid of that, and it is not going to be. We are going
to use a method called dialogue, I have heard that word being used a lot.
It teaches people to listen very intently to each other, and to have a
deep understanding of what the other is saying and to suspend judgment. So we are going to use a specific method and Claudia KrausJohnson, who facilitates [with] this dialogue method, who has done this
in Europe and in the United States, is going to facilitate this dialogue. I
hope to see as many of you as possible there. I am hoping it will become
a community thing.
The interesting thing is, is that people from Los Alamos, I have
found, are willing to come and try this. But it is getting the people from
the Espanola Valley to come and participate [that is difficult]. I get the
feeling that they say, "Well, nothing's ever going to change." And [its
important] to convince them that, yes, it can change and it is important
for people to really listen to what your needs are, and for you to listen to
their fears and their needs. It is in its infancy, stayed tuned, we will see
what happens.

AUDIENCE RESPONSES

59

[Dorothea Steinke]
For the record, I am Dorothea Steinke, and I have lived here just
about twenty years. What concerned me most in the presentations tonight were the first set of data. My concern is that without giving some
background as to why some of those numbers might be as they are,
people are going to get their misconceptions about Los Alamos deepened.
For example, in the unemployment figures. In 1970, every county [in
the state] was way down. You probably know why, maybe you did not
want to say. My suspicion is it was Vietnam war time and all the young
men were employed. The 1960 census in Los Alamos showed almost
everybody renting. The 1970 census in Los Alamos showed almost everybody owning their own home. You may not know why. And that is
because the Federal Government owned all the housing until 1967, at
which point it was sold. So you have that major difference. I would have
appreciated some more explanation on the part of the economist as to
why the numbers were the way they were.
One more point. Regarding the gentleman who spoke about the
schools being better here and the funding of the schools being better
here than anywhere in the country, my impression is, we are about average for a middle class suburban neighborhood, we are nowhere near the
top. My impression is that, because in other states you have state funding and local funding. What additional dollars Los Alamos gets from
DOE, my impression is, barely take us up to the level of an average
middle-class suburban school somewhere in Illinois or Indiana. We are
not, as far as funding, anywhere near the top, because we do not, we are
not allowed to, in this state, to support our own schools, in our own
communities.

[Response by Carlos Vasquez]
I really appreciate the opportunity to begin to expand on these kinds
of data. But perceptions are two-way streets, and the perception in the
[Espanola] Valley is, yes, the government opened up rented housing to
be sold, but using a point system. A point system that effectively left
them either out of the game altogether, or left them what was leftover
after all the high-point people had bought homes. Whether I am right, or
whether I am wrong, those are the perceptions down there, and those
are perceptions that have to be dealt with, as well, in this study. Thank
you very much for your comment.
[Carlos Brazil Ramirez]
Good evening, I am pleased to see three of the presenters here again.
I know you have all spoken at the [UNM] branch campus here, and I
thoroughly enjoyed your presentations this evening. I have a couple of
comments or questions. One, Carlos, having been educated here in Los
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Alamos, what is your perception of the individuals that were interviewed.
Did they mesh with your experiences? And two, in terms of the individuals that you did interview, did you see a pattern in terms of a class-racial
perception, of Los Alamos, vis-a-vis the rest of northern New Mexico?
The other comment I had was, I think, for our state historian. There
is a log cabin that was relocated up here [and] I do not know if you are
familiar with that. I think it was [from] the homestead era. I have always
been baffled by the deterioration of that [cabin] and the seeming neglect
of that aspect of Los Alamos history.

[Response by Carlos Vasquez)
Carlos, let me see if I understand what you are asking me. Did I get
in the interviews something that approximated my educational experience here? We interviewed people like Leroy Pacheco, the previous president of the Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce, and he and the
rest of his brothers, attribute their success in life to the kind of education that they got here.
[Response by Robert Torrez)
I did not come up to Los Alamos until 1974. So I have no experience
with the schools. I am glad you brought up the homesteading cabin. I
assume it is not listed on the cultural properties, but [it] brings up an
interesting point. While we were waiting outside I went over to the [museum] bookstore. They have a big sign that says "Los Alamos" on it.
They have something like six shelves of books, about ten feet long, and
you know, very few of those [books] were about Los Alamos. Most of
them were about the Manhattan Project, the atomic bomb, Trinity, the
scientists, things of this nature.
.
'I will lay you odds that if I went to the few books that were about
Los Alamos-the Los Alamos that we are trying to identify-that maybe
there might be a paragraph in its entirety about that homesteading period that you mentioned. Now, assuming [it] is from that period, [this]
would mean [the cabin] is one of the last remnants of that era of Los
Alamos history. (To audience member) Can you tell us a little bit?
[Theresa Strottman, archivist of Los Alamos Historical Museum)
I am going to speak generally. The cabin was on a Lab site, and it
was a ruin of a homestead. It was the subject of an archaeological dig
and major investigation that was done by a Lab crew. Then the cabin
was moved, some state archaeologists participated in that also, to what
is the area sort of between the [Ashley] Pond and heading back towards
"Bathtub Row" is designated as the historic district. The designation
was made just in preparation for the (1976) bicentennial, so it was thought
appropriate to put it within the historic district. The [Los Alamos] Historical Society is taking care of it. We had some problems with vandal-
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ism. The cabin had been reconstructed, because as I say, it was a ruin,
everything was more 'or less on the ground. But, it had been reconstructed with the appropriate materials.
The descendants of the family who had owned the cabin came for
the dedication. Some of them are still alive; one lives in Guachepangue,
another lives in Nambe. We have a lot of documentation, we even have
artifacts to furnish it, and open it to the public. The problem has been
not having the funds to provide a security system. What we have managed to do is secure the cabin and put up a plaque. For the moment, until
we can secure more funds, that is about [all that] can be done. Even the
irises that are planted in front of the cabin werefound on the site of the
dig. The women who had lived there had planted the irises in the vicinity
of the cabin. So, a lot of work was done on it. A tremendous amount of
documentation, if anybody is really interested they can get to the files.
Thank you.
[Paul Kraemer)
I wanted to ask you some questions about the. study design. First of
all, if you were going to study the impact of Los Alamos on five counties, then the question has to be clarified a little bit in terms of the extent
you are going to talk about Hispanos, Hispanic villagers, Hispanos in
Santa Fe, etc. The five counties that you delineated is an arbitrary area.
And in particular the Hispanos within those counties are extremely diverse. As an example, everybody assumes that Los Alamos is a homogeneous, Anglo town. This is not the case. Never has been the case. We
have about two thousand Hispanos [living] here in Los Alamos. Their
viewpoints are undoubtedly different, substantially, than some other
subset of Hispanic people.
I know that because many years ago I [made] a very vigorous effort
to try to achieve a northern New Mexico Community College system that
would include both Los Alamos and the [Espafiola] Valley. And, that did
not happen, as you know. But nonetheless, in running this campaign, I
had no trouble finding Hispanos in Los Alamos that were ready and able
to support a petition. And we went down to the Board of Educational
Finance with a lot of Los Alamos Hispanos. In addition, I would point
out that the Santa Fe community of Hispanos is blatantly different than
the communities in the Valley. Furthermore, to lump the counties together, as if they all had some sort of thing to offer to this question of
the impact of Los Alamos is far-fetched. The impact of Los Alamos on
Mora County is very much less than the impact of Los Alamos on Rio
Arriba County. So, to lump all these statistics together, I think is a very
naive study approa~h in the first place. And then, not to do something
about the subsets of people [among] those [with whom you are con-
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ducting] the oral histories, seems to me also to be asking for a lot of
methodological problems. So I do not see how with fifty interviews you
can even cover the subsets.

[Response by Carlos Vasquez]
Thank you very much. We might solicit a letter of support from you
to expand this project. We knew going in that we had, in fact, picked an
arbitrary area. And it was not clear to us, although we got some information from the labs, which counties proportionately were [providing the
Lab with] more labor over time. This first phase of the study indicated
almost everything that you just got through expounding upon. And as I
told you earlier, this poor economist has no idea, yet, what we found.
And we wanted her to present her data in that way. And that is what
these kinds of responses are for, for her to [come] back to do some of the
work that needs to be done. But we [have] begun to combat this silly
notion under which we've lived in this state for years, that we are three
cultures living happily in harmony. It is not the case now; it has never
been the case. There, has never been only three cultures in New Mexico,
from French fur trappers to Syrian merchants to the Italian Americans of
Albuquerque and Santa Fe and other parts of the state, it has always
been a multicultural, multiethnic state. In fact, not only are Hispanics
from Santa Fe different from the ones from Mora, but by the way we
speak Spanish we can tell what village we are from. [But], you have to
start with something, and what we started out with was the larger categories' and at each point [we] cut to refine. In the process of doing the
project we came upon the [realization] that we cannot exclude people
who came here from somewhere else and stayed [in New Mexico] from
the people that we initially set out to study, exactly [the issue to which]
you refer. So, again, this is exactly [the reason for] these forums. Thank
you very much.
[Carlos Brazil Ramirez]
In terms of the previous gentleman's question, I would beg to differ.
If you look at the historical migration in northern New Mexico you find,
for example, Santa Fe, being populated by immigration from communities
like Mora. Particularly in the thirties you see a migration into the urban
areas, at least that is my reading of New Mexico history. In the forties
again they [migrants] are moving to Albuquerque, so I think there are
[more similarities] with northern villages than [what is] dissimilar. I think
you can see [this pattern] if you did a thorough study of the Hispanic
population. People came here, established themselves, [and are] not dissimilar, I think, from migratory patterns from Mexico into the United States,
where individuals from one village come in, they areJ followed by their
relatives, friends, other members of the villages. I think you can see a
pattern there, just as you can see a pattern in terms of movement of

AUDIENCE RESPONSES

63

Hispanos from northern New Mexico into southern Colorado, or into the
migratory pattern in the bean fields and potato fields that Carlos Vasquez
was referring to earlier.
Carlos, I did not mean to raise [the issue of your educational experiences in Los Alamos] to offend you. I just think that would be an interesting perception, because you are looking at a minority of Hispanos
living in Los Alamos being educated in this system, living in the North,
which is predominantly Hispanic, and I think that is an interesting study
in itself. I would be willing to write a letter of support for the future
research. I know you have limited resources, not enough time, and fifty
[interviews] is a minor sample, but I think what is coming out of it is
great.

[Response by Carlos Vasquez)
There are many people who have left northern New Mexico. They
are still, as far as I am concerned, a part of that community to a certain
extent. And part of the reason many of them left northern New Mexico
was because of the education and the opening vistas and horizons that
they got, perhaps not directly as a result of Los Alamos, but indirectly
as a result of it. I might add there are a lot of them out there, sort of
emigres, just waiting to come back. And, in fact, we are [coming back]
little by little, one by one. All you have to do is open the pages of La
Herencia magazine and see dozens of unemployed Yale Ph.D.s and masters there, who are now "consultants" and "writers," and what have
you. Well, I dare say that a critical mass, if I may use that term, of returnees will at one point organize, as is happening. already, in one fashion or
another, and help us to push this dialogue along. So that it is not only
the local yokels who are involved in the dialogue with people up on The
Hill.
[John Rogers)
I am John Rogers. Dr. Mares hit upon something that has struck me
in my political activities [and] that I think a lot of people do not recognize. He talked about the imposition, and I will add a word or two of my
own, [of] the aggressive analytical mind. Los Alamos is composed of
scientists. [They] are people [who] by their basic nature, somehow early
in their life, turn to science and engineering. And then they are trained
formally to have that inquisitive mind, to question and challenge everything. And we do it, I do it. I do it even in my home life, in my personal
life. [Laughter] And so do the rest of the engineers and scientists in Los
Alamos and wherever they exist in the world, unless they are very unusual people.

,.
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Now then what does that make us? And I have encountered this,
[that thegeneral impression is] we are smug, we are egotistical, because
we ask questions and we challenge our world. That is what I call the
"scientific culture." I think that has been grossly misunderstood by
people with whom we interrelate, no matter where they are, who are not
accustomed to the scientific culture and what is behind it. [Scientists
are] people who by nature, and by training and education, are brought
to the point in life where they challenge things, they question things,
and that is not because I am egotistical or because I am smug. It is
because that is me, that is I, and that is the way I operate. When I was in
the legislature it took me a few years to educate fellow legislators, my
peers, that that is the way people in Los Alamos operate. We were looked
upon as smug, egotistical people. And the surrounding communities
still do that today. They have a difficult [time] understanding the basic
nature of the scientific culture. And I hope you reflect that in your [questions] when you think about the impact Los Alamos has had upon the
surrounding communities. Thank you.
[Response by E.A. Mares)
I really appreciate those comments, and I just wanted to throw this
into the pot for further thought and discussion. I am sort of wondering
out loud here, if, given the history of science and the fact that it did
come out of what was once called natural philosophy I understand why
science had to split off from philosophy to develop its own methodologies and approaches to the natural world. But, I sometimes wonder if
maybe it would not be better now for science to return once again to
natural philosophy. I think [that] the very best scientists are philosophers [who] have a great deal to contribute to mankind, to humanity. I
guess what I am trying to say here, and probably saying it clumsily, is
that the compartmentalization of knowledge that has put scientists in a
box, where he is thought of as smug, or aloof, or whatever, that maybe
that can be reversed if we made some radical changes in our educational
system. I am for those radical changes, I just wanted to add that. Thank
you.
[John Rogers)
I think we are going far afield from the immediate impact [to which] I
was referring. Even Einstein questioned what science meant in terms of
God, and there is a big discussion in the world today, and particularly in
the United States, which goes to the basics of the theory of evolution,
creationism. And many, many scientists who are believers in evolution
find it very difficult to look at evolution as a fact because it is a theory,
and they relate their concerns to what it means in a deep philosophical
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sense. I think you will find many more scientists who really are deepthinking people, who are looking a lot at philosophy in conjunction with
what they do in their scientific role.

[Response by Robert Torrez)
When you were speaking, you reminded me of a saying that we do
not use much in New Mexico anymore, but [which] I remember learning
from my grandfather when someone was trying to understand something that was perplexing and a little difficult, to understand why things
were a certain way. Their answer would be: "Solo Dios y los Americanos
saben." Which means: "Only God and the Americans know the answer
to that." I think what you just said may be one of the better explanations
I have heard when it comes to the analytical thinking processes you are
talking about. People in the [Espanola] Valley may have developed that
attitude because I think it kind of reflects this smugness that you were
talking about. I think that saying reflects the feeling of people [as they]
react to that attitude. It is a wonderful saying, incidentally.
[Response by Carlos Vasquez]
If I may bring just a couple of examples from the interviews to bear.
Please do not feel that it has been lost on people. One of the better
interviews that we have done, and enjoyed doing, was with Representative Nick Salazar, who now represents Los Alamos in the State Legislature, who comes from Cham ita, who lives in San Juan Pueblo, who was
raised in the most traditional of Hispanic families. He went on to [higher
education] and went on to work here quite a number of years. [He] is
now involved in trying to bring an understanding of what technology
and science and the inquisitive mind can bring to a community, by pushing for programs to train Indian and Hispanic kids in computing and
other technical fields.
There is also the fireman from Cundiyo, who could understand both
the incredible intelligence, and [simultaneously] the incredible practical
stupidity of many of the "coneheads," whom he had to pull out from
laboratories that were about explode as they sat there late at night with
one shoe on, one shoe off, their pajamas askew, trying to figure out a
calculation when the room right next to them was about to explode and
all they had to do was practically walk down a hall and out the door. So,
those two views are there, and both have been carried to the [Espanola]
Valley. So yes, the programs that allow high school students to work up
here, and that encourage kids to go into technical fields, those kids also
have folks at home who are saying, "Sf, mi hijo, but stay practical, stay
real, keep your feet grounded on reality." So, yes, those things do come
out in the interviews.
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(Unidentified man in audience)
I would like to begin with a little one liner about an impact that New
Mexico has had on me. The term "Anglo" essentially implies English,
and my father's Scottish [forefathers] would have had something unprintable to say about being confused with the English. [Laughter] My
mother's German [forefathers] would have been puzzled [and] not knowing what you were talking about. [Laughter] But I would like to underline what John Rogers has said, by suggesting that the phenomenon of
Los Alamos, whose impact you are discussing, does not have any historical roots, past 1943, in New Mexico. The history that is appropriate
to discussing the phenomenon that has impact, is the history of science,
in Western Europe, and as it flourished in, as you say it, "Anglo" U. S.,
and how it came to descend upon this place, converge here,' and appear'ed essentially out of the blue. In that connection I was curious to
know if there were any similarities in the views of some of the rural
villagers to the "cargo cults," that World War II generated in the Pacific.
It is something I would not have any feel for.
But what I would really like to know, my primary motive for coming
tonight, is whether you have any feeling from those interviews that there
is anything we can do-anything I can do, personally-with the division surrounding, the gulf surrounding us here? I've' been here thirtyfive years and I do not intend to leave. Is there anything that I can do to
help build bridges? I was not expecting from you a program, but a sense
of whether the interviews give any hope.
(Response by Carlos Vasquez)
I think you would be surprised, as we were surprised, at the resiliency of the people that come up here. I am not saying "heroic" and I am
not saying, "They can take it and they were abused .... " I am not saying
this. I am saying that I think that they understand this place is here, and
will stay here, and it should stay here, maybe not doing the same things
it has done in the past. But, more importantly, it is a place that is of this
place, of their place, related to this place. We are only a stone's throw
from one of the most sacred mesas, one of the most sacred sites in this
part of the country. Those people must have thought about how we, in
the fifties, growing up, would get under our desk and think about, that
one day something could happen and all of it would incinerate. An
ethnopoetic friend of mine, a linguist, has argued that, in fact, the view
of death changed in the [Espanola] Valley. That the view of an imminent
Armageddon changed their view of the future and their view of the past.
We did not get that.

r
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[Unidentified woman in audience)
It seems from what I have been hearing, that the anecdotes you are

relating are almost all from interviews with men. Have you interviewed
any women? And not necessarily those who came up to The Hill, but
how did the women feel about their families working up here and what
they brought back? And then there is a group who were housemaids up
here from the [Espafiola] Valley and from the pueblos. In particular, what
are they feeling, what differences were made in their lives?
[Response by Carlos Vasquez.]
When that self-selection that I mentioned a while ago took place,
the two weakest points of that sampling were Native Americans and
women. And with women [it] was especially understandable because,
until recently, very few women came up here to work, other than in the
capacity that you mentioned. We negotiated our way through the men of
the family that had come to work up here to interview the mothers and
grandmothers and daughters. Why, because who best is going to know
what happens to a household economy when somebody's income
changes? Who best is going to know what happens to a family unit
when the man now is at home twelve months of the year rather than
three months of the year. So yes, we have interviewed women. And it is
interesting that the fear of radiation or of cancer or any of these other
things seems to be less among the women we interviewed than among
the men we interviewed. What their concern was that when [the men
would] come home, " ... before you pick up the little girl and give her a
big kiss, be sure you shower, make sure you've had your bath, make
sure you've had your showers up there." That was their concern, always at a coping-at a survival strategy level-not at a panic level. No,
[not] at all. We do need to do a lot more [interviews with] women. Our
goal is to do a lot more [interviews with] the pueblos. We have done
some [interviews with] the Native Americans, but they [have limited]
representation, and that is for a number of reasons. But we dare say,
these forums [are probably] going to open more doors for us.
[Unidentified woman again]
A somewhat related question. Did you find that the Hispanic men
had become. more interested in having their female children educated
than seems to have been [the case] in the past?
[Response by Carlos Vasquez)
Yes, we did. But it has absolutely nothing to do with Los Alamos. It
has something to do with what's happening all over the country with
women, and little girls, I must say. Trust me, I· have [two daughters] 8
l.

68

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1997

and 15 years old, and they know or they care little about Los Alamos.
But they do care about women's issues and about the roles that they will
play. No, that's changing.

[Woman again]
An interesting incident of a woman engineer up here, who shared an
office with a Hispanic male engineer. He was bragging about his daughters and their attributes, and she asked him, "Oh, are they going to be
engineers when they grow up?" And he says, "Oh no, that's not feminine enough."
[Response by Carlos Vasquez)
I wish I could say that was the attitude of only Hispanic men.
[Chick Keller]
I am Chick Keller, and I came to Los Alamos in 1967. 1 drove down
through Taos, and came up on The Hill, and said "I'm home." I grew up
in Pennsylvania, but I knew the first day I came here that I was home. I
am just delighted with this evening, what you are doing. This is a strange
thing to say. I think of all of us in northern New Mexico as a family. And
you know how families, brothers and sisters, can fight. But I have an
idea that if somebody from Carlsbad decided to attack Los Alamos, there
would be a lot of people in the [Espanola] Valley say, "Wait a minute,
that's our family." And I think we can build on that.
When I hear that story, I get angry about how anybody could treat
somebody that way. We have got a lot of stuff we ought to get out, and
just doing this is what we need to do. The Mana del Norte thing, I think,
will be another one of those. The difficulty is that it's happening right
now at a time when emotions run very, very high. So having said that, I
would like to make two comments.
One, of the things you are going to have to understand if you are
going to deal with people in Los Alamos is that if you have no experience in dealing with a place like Los Alamos, neither do we. [Laughter]
This is the town that nobody likes. The New York Times does not like us,
Time magazine does not like us, the DOE [Department of Energy] does
not like us. This is the town that nobody likes, because no one can
figure out what this town is about. That is the first thing. So everybody
is very defensive up here, because they expect you are going to attack
us. We get attacked for having smart kids, we get attacked, it does not
matter what we do, it has to be wrong, because, "They built a bombthat means everything else they do is wrong." And the only thing that
makes a community here is the f~ct that [the attacks are] invalid.
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And the other thing is, people have been talking, I think very eloquently, about how we have no past. The chief dynam ic, I th ink, in Los
Alamos is that we never believed we have a future. Most of us who have
been watching what is going on at the Lab the last five years think Sig
Hecker did a marvelous job this year-there were not 3,000 layoffs. Five
years ago the prediction was the whole thing was in free-fall. You know,
"You'll never be able to sell your house, just leave it and walk. This
place is collapsing, because nobody wants it, it doesn't have a role
anymore, it doesn't have a mission."
And so, my entire history here has been one of saying, "Should I
invest in this town?" And one of the things that is absolutely remarkable is that the business community has really made an act offaith in the
last few years and is doing a superb job in this town, trying to separate
the town from the Lab, which we must do to become a real community.
But part of that I think, is we have got to come to terms with the rest of
northern New Mexico. Maybe I go around with the wrong people, but
almost everybody I know has an enormous respect for northern New
.Mex ico , That is one reason we like to be here.

[Response by Robert Torrez]
[His statement] just reaffirmed to some degree what I was saying.
This search for identity is what came out in the research that I did. Since
I could not find that identity, he just confirmed that perhaps I was not
very far off. [Laughter]
[Gloria Cordova]
Good evening, I am Gloria Cordova. I have resided in Los Alamos for
going on to twenty-six years, and one of the things that just hit me this
evening is I have lived half of Los Alamos' history . [Laughter] I did not
realize it. All of a sudden tonight I could really relate to what you were
saying, [about] the struggle for identity.
I came up this evening [to make] a couple of points. One is, I really
want to applaud what you're doing. I am absolutely thrilled. Your presentations were fantastic. I was trained in the empirical analytical method.
I am a doctoral student, in an institute for mid-career professionals, and
I am on the far side of mid-career. It has been fascinating to me, in [terms
of] human and organization development, which is what I am doing for
my doctoral studies, that is, to learn all the cultures of inquiry. I am
particularly interested in structural inequality and diversity, which is a
knowledge area I am working on now.
I think about the dominance in terms of Western society, and the
dominance of the empirical analytical method in all the cultures of inquiry. And so what I applaud in what you are doing is the value of the
narrative as research. [It] has been a fabulous experience for me to be
part of an oral history project, to know the value of story, and to recog-
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nize the healing value that rests in the power of the narrative. In terms of
understanding, and being understood, which is what I think oral projects
offer is that the aim, the love that Chick talked about, and that many
people in this community experience; is really enhanced by the nature of
what you're doing. I think [it] serves to diminish, to lessen the defensiveness, the polarities of the various communities. The question that I
have one of the things that I have particularly come to appreciate as a
student of human organization and development, is the construct of
meaning. And I guess that at age fifty-seven I should have figured this
out, but I think as humans, and maybe I am generalizing, we know what
our meaning is, and we fail to extrapolate .that out and recognize that we
constructed that meaning. That is not everybody's world. The value of
the narrative is that it allows us to say, "Well, what kind of meaning did
you construct? Oh, is that what you did? Ah! Now I understand. I may
not agree, but it helps me to understand." So my question is about the
construct of meaning. As you gathered your stories, did you get a sense
that people recognized, at whatever age, how they constructed meaning? Could you give an illustration of their recognition of it?
[Response by Carlos Vasquez]
I cannot think of an example right off. But people were very much
aware of the fact that they gave different meaning to things than sometimes people here gave meaning to. It's not a good example and maybe
not even a fair example, but one does come to mind.
A woman that lives in Espanola and who works in, I won't say what
department because she's still here, who said, "You know I cannot understand these people. The lady working next to me was just distraught
and crying at her desk the other day. I thought, something terrible has
happened in her family. It turns out her dog had died. A few months
later, she was at her desk busily calling someone every few hours to try
and get information. The information she was trying to get was from her
brother who was at her mother's death bed. But this woman did not miss
a day of work."
Now we do not know what the circumstances were about why she
was still at work, but in this woman's construction of meaning, "We
have different values, we and those people up there." It was like the
fireman. He respected and was ready to lay down his life to save that
"conehead." But he also knew that the "conehead" knew exactly where
the door was and he could have reached it by himself. And he understood, or he thought, "We have different senses of value and meaning
of life and danger and that sort of thing." We still have a lot of analyzing
of the narratives to do. We're still in the gathering stages. In away, its
unfair for us to have to report [on the project] at this point, but we are
doing it.
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We understand we haven't done enough [interviews]. We also understand that as well as we think we have constructed a good question
set, that those questions evolve and they lead us to ever deeper kinds
of questions and ways to raise them .
. Doors are going to open up to us in the next few weeks that have not
been open to us in two years and we are going to have a problem trying
to [satisfy] the flood of requests for interviews. So that is where we are
in the project at this point.
[Gloria Cordova]
Well, I think you are making [a] tremendously valuable contribution,
and the turnout here this evening I think is an indication of that. Time is
very valuable, for people, and for them, for all of us, to make a selection
to do this with our time-I have a lot of homework to do but I am here ...
it is really valuable to me, so thank you.
[Robert GibsonJ
I am Robert Gibson. The purpose of your study was to try to determine the impact of Los Alamos on the surrounding area. I would like to
ask, did you ultimately ask the bottom line question of the people that
you interviewed, did you ask them, "Given all the factors: economic,
social, cultural, has the impact of Los Alamos, the community, the lab,
the whole community here, been positive or negative on the individual,
the family, the community?" And if you did ask that question, or if you
can surmise an answer to that, could you summarize the results, please?
[Response by Carlos Vasquez]
I think you anticipated your own answer. And I think I intimated it
earlier. That when the dust settled, when all the rancor and all the bad
experiences were said and done, "Our Lab, -ou-uur in the city of Los
Alamos where they don't even like to look atus ... has been good for
northern New Mexico." Bottom line!
[Dorothea Steinke I
This is an elaboration on Chick Keller's statement about the business community here investing in Los Alamos. I was on the local arts
council, in the late seventies-early eighties. And in 1980 or '81, the Lab
suddenly realized, or somebody realized, that there is a community over
here and invited the arts council, the Little Theater, and all the civic
groups and the business people to come to a meeting and discuss how
the Lab and city were interacting. And there was a document that was
read as background, which was a resolution passed, forgive me if there
is somebody here who was on the county council at that time, passed by
the county council in 1970. Now this meeting was in like 1980 or '81. The
1970 resolution was the county plan, which said, as best I can remember,
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"The purpose of Los Alamos County is to support the Laboratory." You
heard the snickers. There was open laughter in 1980, at that 1970 document. The change happened between 1970 and 1980, with the town thinking of itself as separate. I said I would come twenty years ago in 1976. I
always thought of the town as a separate entity from the Lab. You're
just seeing a greater manifestation of that.

(Theresa Strottman)
I think our comments very much segue. When I came here approximately eighteen years ago, or so, people did not retire here. When you
retired from the Lab, you left town. [Audience comments, "You had to,
you couldn't keep your house!"] No, I am talking about in the [sixties].
I am talking about during the late seventies. And I saw a change through
the early eighties. People began retiring and thinking that they would
stay. I remember Lois Schulte yelling at meetings about, "We need a
retirement home here." Before that it had been unthinkable. And Lois
pushed and got the committees together, and got the funding, and nobody could refuse Lois funding. [Laughter] And, it is very good that
they could not.
But I think that it is interesting that I saw this transition in the first
ten years I was here. And I think it is interesting now also, if you go to
Sombrillo that I think you would be surprised atthe amount of Spanish
you hear spoken. And it isnot the staff speaking to each other. It is the
staff needing to communicate with a percentage of its patients who are
there. And you will also hear German and Czech, and all other kinds
languages at Sombrillo, as well as English and Spanish. But, I think that
part of the normalization of the community. And it is very, very recent,
this idea of establishing a whole-age spectrum.
Onate Center, Alcade, New Mexico,
23 February 1996
(Peter Malmgren I
It is just an observation. I live in Chimay6. I will be there twenty-

five years next year. I am a cabinetmaker and I have done quite a bit of
work on The Hill, somewhat reluctantly, at different times over the years.
What I am interested in is how much overlap there actually has been
in terms of geography. People from Chimay6 drive up everyday and work
and then come back and live in Chimay6 or some other village. How
many folks come to work in Los Alamos from other places and choose
not to live in Los Alamos but to live in communities like Chimay6? My
wife has a friend whom she rides horses with who is one of those people.
They're few and far between as far as I know. What does that say about
them and the respect that they hold for what is really important about
the experience of being in New Mexico? Coming from my perspective,
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which is [of someone] living in an Hispanic community and learning
from it, it seems precious few. It seems like after fifty .years, like these
two meetings held in the past two nights suggest, the disparity between
the two worlds is still very clear and very marked. There has been precious little overlap and real integration. What has taken so long? In
South Africa, they're going through what went on in Little Rock all over
again. And here the worlds remain so terribly separated. Has there been
more overlap that I don't know about? I despair about that.
'I know that certain Hispanic families, out of practicality, have moved
up to Los Alamos and end up living up there for a long time. Then they
retire and come back to the village. I know people who have come to the
Pojoaque area. They live in kind of overflow communities. But in terms
of really embracing what is essential about the New Mexican culture, I
don't see an awful lot of interchange. What's the feeling about that? Is
theremore than I see?
[Loyda Martinez)
How are you going to change attitudes? [They have] been ingrained
for fifty years. Right now we are challenging the U.C. contract. We have
the University of California coming in, managing Los Alamos National
Laboratory, and of course, they bring in the attitudes of the state of
California to the state of New Mexico. Its a state where they are against
affirmative action. Proposition 187, that is close to home for us. We have
reports going back to the seventies, to the sixties citing the lack of U.C.
management or oversight of this institution. We have millions of dollars
that [have] come into it for the past fifty years. Then we have the fourth
richest county in the country twenty miles away and yet, we have the
fifth poorest county, Rio Arriba County. Yet we have all those Federal
subsidies that come into Los Alamos County but not to the surrounding
communities. And you ask why? Where are our politicians? Why aren't
they fighting for us? Where are we as citizens of the state of New Mexico
saying, "We've had enough!" We want those Federal subsidies to come
to us too now. Now if the U.C. contract gets renewed, the "technical"
side will get the benefits from the contract. The "support" side of the
house will [be] "outsourced."
My father had a third grade education. I'm proud of my mother and
father, they worked hard for us. They taught us the importance of an
education-to compete-to be part of the community. Tobe part of this
country. But we do not have equal status. We are always second class
citizens. How are we going to be able to play on a level playing field up
there? If we don't go in and try and change the attitudes we will continue to live like this for another generation or two-or three, forever.
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My position is, remove the D.C. attitude from the state of New Mexico
and let us take responsibility [for the labs]. We have colleges and universities in this state that can manage. I am willing at one point to even
bring in corporate entities in here just to get the University of California
out of here. They want the technical side. When you see the racism that
goes on there; the lack of opportunities, the disparity among salaries, I
mean its just endless. When does it stop? When do we take an active
role in it?
[Malmgren]
It sounds like you started.
[Unidentified man in audience]
I am a new boy in the state and in town. I am a native of the "rust
belt." I worked a long time in Massachusetts and I just moved out here
recently. And I have been in touch with one or two technology projects
at the Lab. They are trying to do something about technology transfer,
but the more I see what is going on, I think people who do research and
people who have concerns like you have expressed should look at a
parallel thing that happened in Massachusetts starting in World War II
called "Radiation Laboratory." It was the second biggest in bucks and
bodies in World War II. Its mission was to develop, perfect, and deploy
radar technology in all the theaters [of war]. And it. has been documented. There is a lot of research on it. It took place in a very different
environment-the East Coast. But there are some of the same things
going on that are here.
A vast influx-and I met people who were working there-a vast
influx of bright, Ph.D.- M.A.-level people with credentials from all over,
including some people from Europe, since they were refugees already.
And some English people since [they] developed some key elements of
radar.
[They were] being put into a community which had long history of
ethnic conflict. The Irish versus the Yankees, the Yankees versus the
Italians, and I am sure you would fine interesting compare and contrast
materials there. But there would be some real differences of context as
well. The clear difference is the project disbanded after WWII, I do not
know what date. But it immediately spun off what became the famous
"Route 128, the High Tech Highway," around Boston. It immediately
threw off the secrecy which I know has governed Los Alamos for good
and bad effect over the decades since. So that is only an idea. And you
might find a book which would provide some comparisons and contrasts.
But it really would be worthwhile for academic people to look at that in
contrast with what is going on in Los Alamos.

AUDIENCE RESPONSES

75

[Charles (Chuck) Montano)
AIl right, you want input, you got input. This gentleman here asked
a question, "Is there reaIly a difference?" Is there really this rift between
Los Alamos and northern New Mexico or is it just a geographic separation or is there something really there?
I've lived in Los Alamos seventeen years. I grew up in Santa Fe.
And I am Hispanic. You might have noticed. There are a lot of good
people up there. A lot of people up there are struggling with this very
same question. You know, there are a lot of people asking' the same
question. "What's wrong?" Why is it that fifty years have elapsed and
we are still having the same discussion. Is Los Alamos part of northern
New Mexico or not and if not, why not? It is interesting because if you
look at Los Alamos [and] you look at the attitudes in Los Alamos, as a
minority that has lived in Los Alamos seventeen years. I am a native of
New Mexico. Halfmy family is from Taos, half my family is from Santa Fe.
I got my undergraduate [degree] done in Las Vegas [New Mexico Highlands University] and did my graduate work at UNM. So I am certainly a
native New Mexican who has chosen to live in Los Alamos for seventeen years. But I can tell you that the people up there just do not get it.
They really do not get it.
Fifty years have gone by and most of them do not understand what
the problem is. And if you look at Los Alamos, first of all, and how it was
founded. It was founded in isolation and then the fences came down but
when you look at the statistics that were shown up here they are still
isolated, they are still privileged and they are disconnected from the rest
of northern New Mexico. Their values are different. Their culture is different. And many times when they come in what they see, what they see
in me, is they do not see a person who has tried to become part of that
community and has done everything [to do so]. I served on the PTO
[Parent Teacher Organization]. I did all the right things. I was president
of the PTO. I was on the governing council at the high school. I coached
soccer. I did the whole thing. But, Pete MiIler, who is now the acting
diversity officer up there I think characterized what minorities feel like in
Los Alamos very well. And I did not really realize it until he said it. Pete
Miller is an African American who is in charge of the Scientific and
Technology Programs' at the lab. Then because of everything that is
been going on lately, they moved him into this Diversity office. Yeah,
that is right because they could not find any Hispanics, I guess.'
But the thing is, they did have Hispanos and as Hispanos are usually very grateful to be employed at Los Alamos. As native New Mexicans we are usually very grateful and so we overlook a lot of things. We
overlook a lot of negative things because we are happy just to be employed. The alternative to being employed and having a good paying
job in Los Alamos as many recent has found out is not very pleasant.
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Unemployment is not very pleasant. So you will sacrifice a lot, you will
look the other way and you will give up a lot of your culture along the
way just to have that job.
But anyhow, Pete Miller pointed out that he did an informal survey
of employees at the lab, minorities and non-minorities, and he found it
very interesting that particularly Hispanos and Native Americans who
had been working up there for decades, even though they were native to
New Mexico, in Los Alamos felt like visitors. I said, "You know something, Pete, that is the way I feel. And I have lived up there seventeen
years and I got involved in all the community activities, PTO and everything else. [I] got involved with the teachers and yet after seventeen
years doing all the right things, I still felt like a visitor and I still feel like
a visitor."
I still live up there. I raised my family up there. Yet people that come
from other parts of the nation and other parts of the world, in three
months they feel like natives of Los Alamos and they isolate themselves
in Los Alamos because when they leave Los Alamos it is a different
world. It is a world that challenges them and its a world that they really
don't want to become part of, meaning northern New Mexico. So they
stay up there, they live up there, they work entire careers up there and I
think, as you mentioned earlier, many of them, when they retire, go back
to wherever it is they came from. There are quite a few people from Los
Alamos that come in from outside, from other states, and they become
New Mexicans and they love New Mexico and they love the things that
New Mexico stands for-the history and the traditions, the people. Not
just the food and the architecture, but they also like the people and they
become part of the community of northern New Mexico.
If you look at Los Alamos on the map of New Mexico, Los Alamos is
a tiny speck of a county. We have ranches in this state that are much
larger than Los Alamos as a county. Why was Los Alamos formed into a
separate county? Stop and think about it. To isolate it from the rest of
New Mexico. Why do you think the University of California, as Loyda
[Martinez] pointed out earlier, has been the only contract manager of
that facility since its founding fifty-three years ago. That is not an accident. Because the University of California is an absentee landlord, they
do not really provide any oversight. They cannot do it from a thousand
miles away. They want a facility up there that is somewhat isolated and
protected, shielded if you Will, from the influence of northern New Mexico.
The fences have come down but the obstacles, the barriers, are still up.
As long as New Mexicans are only visitors in Los Alamos, as long
as we are only visitors, because we do not have New Mexico-based
institutions like the University of New Mexico involved in the management oversight of that facility, we will remain visitors in our own backyard. And that's what's going on. Its not an accident. Is that separation,
is that gulf, real? It's very real! It is not an accident! That isolation was
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created at the founding of Los Alamos. It was intended to be isolated.
And today its still isolated economically, culturally, and in every way
you can imagine.
The work that you are doing is long overdue. And I certainly hope
that people throughout New Mexico, when they see what you have done,
will start to ask the question "Why is it that New Mexicans are visitors
in Los Alamos. A facility that's been here for fifty-three years." I think
its time for New Mexico to become involved in the oversight of that
facility. When we look at what happened to the people that were laid off,
most of them were native New Mexicans, Hispanic and non-Hispanic
alike. And I am telling you that if they treat people in this manner, people
are part of the environment, do not mistake yourself into believing that
there taking care of the water, they are taking care of the land, and taking
care of the air. I have been up there seventeen years and when I first
started working up there I was very proud to be part of that facility. I am
not as proud anymore. After what I saw they did to these people, I am no
longer proud to say that I work for Los Alamos. But I stay there because
employment is better than unemployment. But now I am concerned, deep
down I am concerned. If they can do that to people who are part of the
environment, we are as much a part of the environment of northern New
Mexico as the air, the water, or the other animals. If they are doing that to
people, what are they doing now to the air, and to the water, and to the
soil? Thank you.
(Anselmo Trujillo)
My name is Anselmo Trujillo. I was raised in northern New Mexico.
Most of you Espafiolans are southerners, okay? I have for the longest
time, four, five, six decades almost, [gotten the] feeling, and I do not
know how to ... portray or put it out, that in Los Alamos the kind of
treatment that seems to be going on is the treatment that I received in
Antonito, La lara, Alamosa, Sanford, [Colorado] by a particular kind of
religion, the Mormons. And I do not know if this has been explored in
Los Alamos or not. But through tidbits of conversation, it appears that
there is a high number of Mormons employed on The Hill. I think that
there must be something to this subtle kind of religious idea about minorities and I am specifically saying that this might be a characteristic
that has been manifested by the Mormon religion for, what, one hundred
and some years that they have been in this country, in this area, at any
rate. I do not know if your program has explored this [issue] or not. In
my opinion, tackling [the role of] Mormon religion in Los Alamos might
bring something to light.
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[Response by Carlos Vasquez]
Well, I have to tell you that one of the first letters we got after the
radio programs and the television programs, and the newspaper articles
[announcing the beginning of this project] was from a man who sent us
a copy of his lawsuit which is tied up [in court], as lawsuits get, interminably. He argues that, in fact, there is a very conscious effort on the part
of a Mormon group to control the upper echelons of management at the
Lab and insure that the salaries that they get are above and beyond an
adequate tithing to the Mormon church. Because I was interested more
in native New Mexicans, we have not interviewed that person yet, but it
is not the first time that this thing has come to the fore.
[Theresa Connoughton]
I am a native of Santa Fe and I am Hispanic. I worked at the Lab for
twenty-one years and I was one of the people who was laid off in November. I want to tell you [that] for all those years, I think I must have
been in total denial. I thought that Los Alamos was wonderful, I was
proud to be at Los Alamos. I thought it was a wonderful institution. I
thought it was based on one [being] advanced because of merit. And I
had advanced because of merit in those years. Until about 1990. At that
point I had an opportunity to work in management and I had a [better]
picture of how management operated at the Laboratory and I decided
that isn't for me. I'm not comfortable, I do not fit.
But you know, I did not realize even then. It took this experience of
November to teach me what really had happened. What really had happened was that as a Hispanic female, my input was ignored. When I was
able to say something, it was dismissed as not relevant. Basically it was
a total lack of understanding of certain cultural values and a certain
view of the world that I represented to this community. You know, once
this veil of denial is lifted, you have no choice but to fight it.
It is an unjust society up there... based on white male privilege. The
entire community is based that way. Their educational system has had
this tremendous federal subsidy for fifty-three years. No other community in the nation still has this. It is a welfare program for the people of
New Mexico who need it the least. I tell you it is really an incredible
picture to get when one finally realizes that one has been asleep for most
of one's life. I think the science at the Laboratory is commendable but
unfortunately it has come at the sacrifice of people. And I think that if
people are sacrificed, then the product is useless.
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Alamogordo Space Center, Alamogordo, New Mexico,
27 February 1996
[Don Starkey)
Professor Vasquez, as a relatively newcomer to this area, I have
been here almost twenty-four months. I have been in a variety ofcommunities around the country in the museum business mostly. One of the
peculiarities that I pick up in Alamogordo is the total disregard for any
heritage. This community looked entirely different fifty years ago than it
does today. It was a beautiful community, trees and all that good stuff. It
had a tremendous heritage and in the last fifty years people have systematically destroyed it, thrown it away. We had a switchback railroad
that was moved up into Cloudcroft. They pulled it out for the price of the
iron alone. In retrospect, obviously 20/20 hindsight, it would have been
a great tourist attraction.
The heritage is disappearing. Right down on Tenth Street today, we
have a funeral home that is about to be torn down. It was built back in
the early 1900s, from local quarry materials, and it is about gone. They
are going to sell the bricks for promotional purposes. But, as I say, the
community has systematically gotten rid of that heritage.
Now we are looking down the line and taking a 180 degree turn. We'
are looking down the line at a space port. It is going to be right here in
our area. And what I am trying to figure out, whether I should buy property or not, whether it will make a good investment or not. But if a space
port were to drop in over here where they are planning, not that far from
the Trinity Site, what is it going to do to this area, in terms of urbanizing
it?
We will be leaving the earth here and arriving at any other place on
earth within 45 minutes. How will that impact on this area? I would suggest that we are going to see bullet trains, a lot of rapid transportation
moving into the site, and Alamogordo, as a community is going to be
absolutely unrecognizable, insofar as what we see today. The growth of"
this community has been very.Very slow over a period of time, although
the people, the residents here, have seen substantial changes since 1950.
Right now there's a change taking place in this community, in its
structure, because the Germans don't have a place to test or to train
their own pilots. And for at least the next ten, perhaps as many as twenty
years, we're going to have a substantial German presence in this community, bringing in a substantial amount of money, because, ifno other
reason, they get paid better than we do. That is bound to affect us. We
are not talking about a lot of people training on aircraft, we are talking
three or four hundred people at a time in the community. So 1 cannot
imagine it is going to turn the community upside down. But I have seen
change just in the last couple of years, because Holloman [Air Force
Base] has become a site for another country's opportunity. We have
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here, in this area, I'd point out, something as substantial as Los Alamos
in historic intent. This is where the space program began. It wasn't invented at NASA, [and] therefore NASA does not want to accept that.
We are going to do everything we can to make that more popular, because if can bring [tourists] into this area who will drop money off as
they travel through.
On top of that, we are looking at a lot of rural econom ic development
[besides] tourism. Because mostly what we have here, obviously, either
sticks you or bites you and does not run around and talk to you. There
are not many people, [but] there is a lot of cactus. Because there are not
very many people we have to find a way to get together. Change is
taking place. I see what has happened to Los Alamos. I lived through
that period not realizing that Hanford, or Los Alamos, or Oak Ridge were
happening. Then again I did not realize Alamogordo was here either.
So I can kind of play on what is a level field. In comparison, I do not
know what we can learn from Los Alamos, but we've got some major
changes that are taking place right here because of Holloman. We have
opportunities for major change depending on what the technology does
for us. This place just might absolutely explode with people, and that
will upset a lot of people without a doubt. Those are just observations
stimulated by your tremendous presentations-even with the statistics
being projected on a planetarium screen. [Laughter]

[George House I
This arrogance, if you will, that has seemed to have been portrayed
by Western civilization, Western technology, is recently becoming, not
so arrogant. [It is] almost an irony, if you will, because the Department
of Defense via the Pentagon has come out with a Legacy Program to
preserve cold war era sites, military sites, technologically advanced sites.
By the fact that they have realized that the history is being lost, perhaps
they have been able to go back and see the impact that Los Alamos had
on the community. That is what I have gathered from talking to some of
these individuals intricately involved with the Legacy Program. They
are beginning to see that a mistake was made, that some of the local
history was lost. Some of the impacts of technology on the local populace and economies, the political systems, [and] so forth, was detrimental.
Now, through a concerted effort on the part of the federal government, they are looking at the environmental impact. They are looking at
the socioeconomic, political factors that affected the community, centering [the research] on oral histories, much like what we are doing here.
Frankly, it has never been done before. [This is] a primary area for historical research. A marriage, if you will, between technology and the
common layman, the common, everyday person, in order to preserve
what has been lost. I think the Tularosa basin, if I am not mistaken, is the
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only place, or one of the few areas, that has had a Legacy Program
conducted. The benefits are just tremendous and perhaps the answer to
the cosmic question of what technology is doing to the American public, to our economies, to our political system. 1 think there can be a nice
marriage between the two, a blending of the two, and all the cultures, for
that matter. The Mescalero Indians recently sent down some of their
tribal fathers to the Space Center here. An effort was made to see how
their school system could best be enhanced by the science and technology that the school systems down here are [teaching]. And there have
been cooperative efforts or collaborative efforts that enhance the respective school systems. [ think we are opening up a beautiful, perhaps
a brand new discipline, whereby oral history is the fundamental aspect
of [a] discipline to preserve, to collect, [and] to document for future
generations-in a formula[ic] sense, how to make technology livable.
Perhaps we are a crucible [where] this is taking place; Los Alamos was
one of the first places for this to happen. 1 see the Tularosa Basin undergoing the same change. Perhaps we should foster it.
[Wayne Mattson I
The Tularosa basin here, especially Holloman and Alamogordo, follow[ed] the same sort of tack as did Los Alamos. This tOW!1 was roughly
3,000 people when something called Pearl Harbor came about. The base
was started here, it was initially started by the Brits, but we took it over.
And during the war it was strictly used for training air crews before they
went overseas. At the end of the war, the [governmnet] phased it out.
People in Alamogordo were upset, because most of the economy was
now based on Holloman. Of course, it was-not known as Holloman, it
was Alamogordo Army Airfield. Six weeks after they announced it was
to be closed, they said, "We are going to reopen it and transfer all Army
Air Force guided missile programs to Holloman.
This resulted ina big boom, and right now you can go over Holloman
or you can come up to the Space Center and look at the [construction]
that was generated. Hundreds of concrete slabs. What were they used
for? We have been able to identify [some uses]. We have [conducted]
oral history interviews and talked to people and explained what we found,
and they say, "I know what this was for, because this is how 1 used it."
And so oral history has come into play and helped us in identifying
some of the artifacts at Holloman. There are still hundreds more that we
do not know precisely what they are, but we [will] find out.
Alamogordo took [an economic] nosedive in 1970. Holloman was
primarily a development base for research and development, and it was
called the Air Force Missile Development Center. The air force decided,
"We have got enough of this pure research." The government ordained,
by the president's edict, that the military get out of research, unless it
was mission-oriented. As a result, the Air Force Missile Development
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Center phased out [at] the end of 1970, and this base became a tactical
air command base. Some of the research did remain, because we have
facilities like a high-speed test track, a central inertial guidance test
facility, a radar target scatter facility. They are too large to phase out
and they are needed for continuing national defense. But at the time that
the Missile Development Center was phased out, the population of
Alamogordo and the educational level took a nose dive, because all the
high-priced scientists, the majority of them, transferred to other military
installations where they could have their skills utilized.
Now we have got some research and development that is still going
on here, but it is not going on at the same pace that it did prior to 1970.
I was stationed at Holloman during the phase-out, and came back to
White Sands to the scheduling section several years [later]. [By then]
the schedule for a whole month of testing resembled what used to be a
weekly schedule. [Now] they have gotten other testing facilities and it is
all oriented now toward, "How much of this can we apply to the average
American consumer?" So there is a lot of future in that [and now] the
military is allowing many of their sites to be used for consumer testing.
Perhaps that is going to help in the future.
[Response by E.A. Mares]
I just wanted to [make] a couple of comments. First of all I am delighted to know about this Legacy Program. I think that is important in
terms of beginning the kind of dialogue, or dialogues, out of which positive change might begin to develop. High on the list of my own personal
heroes are Leo Szilard and Richard Feynman. In addition to being very
fine physicists, they were also deeply compassionate human beings who
had concerns that went far beyond their technical concerns as scientists. So I know that there is also that part of the scientific tradition of
the West and I hope it can be brought to bear in the future. And I agree
with you, I think oral history projects are an importantway [to achieve]
that kind of dialogue.
[George House]
I might point out what has worked here at the Space Center. One of
the things that I have learned in watching Wayne's work with Legacy,
and trying to explain some of the stuff we have in the collections, is that
in the process of the development of the space program, not a lot of
paperwork was generated. [Paperwork that would help us] track what
was going on. There was a lot of change taking place very quickly. A lot
of those changes are in people's minds, in their memories, but not necessarily on paper where you can access it. One of the major to challenges to [understanding] the Tularosa Basin, to paint its true colors
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beyond what NASA believes, is to take that information that is in
people's minds and in their memories, and getting a repository for it here
[and] telling the story of what actually happened.
[Wayne Mattson)
There is another factor in there too. And that is, at that time everything the military did was classified. They even classified how much
profit was made by the Officers Club or the NCO club, how many people
were arrested for OWl [driving while intoxicated], how many VO [venereal disease] cases they had. Everything was classified, and it was given
the highest classification of any report in the documents. Most of it was
listed as "secret." Now granted the markings were downgraded in three
years or after twelve years. There are millions and millions of pages
which have not yet been declassified, not because they're secret anymore, but because the government does not have the manpower to declassify them and let us look at them. So that is a problem in itself.
University of New MexicoConference Center, Albuquerque, New
Mexico,
7 March 1996
[Eduardo Chavez)
I am Eduardo Chavez. I am at UNM. I would like to briefly comment
on a question that Melissa Vigil [another panelist whose paper was not
published] asked at the end of her talk. That is, what is the cultural
impact of [all] this? I am also working on some census data having to do
with language and culture. I believe [they] are very intimately related. I
do not have specific information about Los Alamos or the effect of Los
Alamos, but for New Mexico generally, we see that in 1970, essentially
100 percent of the Hispano population in new Mexico reported using
Spanish in the home, that [figure] fell to slightly over 60 percent by
1990. Among the youth it fell below 50 percent-a tremendous drop in
just twenty years for a language that has been spoken [in this region]
for four hundred years.
Another interesting relationship that [I want to highlight] relates to
[material] that she presented shows there has been an increase in income and education [among Hispanos] in the last twenty years. The
relationship between language loss and education [among Hispanos] is
an inverse one. The higher the education and the income, the more the
language is lost. Conversely, the lower the income and education, the
more Spanish is used in the home. I thought I would just throw that out.
Our data are from New Mexico as a whole, we do have county data, but
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we have not analyzed it [in terms] of the possible impact of the Lab at
Los Alamos. But it is an interesting question that we may want to look
at. Thank you. [Applause]
[Carol Kinney]
I am Carol Kinney, and I brought up my children in Los Alamos. I am
the widow of a physicist at Los Alamos. V] moved to Albuquerque to
marry the mayor [Harry Kinney]. I do not have anything great to add but
I was very interested in the program. I could not wait to come tonight. I
might mention that my children are dying to come back to New Mexico
for the same reasons that the people who were born here want to stay
here. And [this is] not because it is a wealthy life[style] and so on. They
have a great appreciation of the traditional qualities of their native statethe mountains and the sunshine.
As I said, I do not have any great single point, but a few comments
I would like to add. About the difference in schools, I was a school
budget commissioner in Los Alamos. We used to have these [commissions] throughout the state. They were political appointments, but they
had a certain amount of power in working up the budgets [and] I cared
about school budgets. I think we need to remember that if you are going
to have a Los Alamos lab at all, to do what it [is] supposed to do, you
have to be able to recruit the best, or you are wasting your time. That
really was the basic reason for the subsidy for the schools. It would
have been nice if the rest of the state could have benefited too. We felt
that [way], there were reasons for spoiling us. I am sure it was the one of
the best public school systems in the country. I would be interested in
more detail. I am sure that your summaries came out of such detail, but I
would be very interested in what the old folks had to say, and the next
generation, and the next generation. I am fascinated by the changes.
I would love to spend some time with all of you when you are speaking about interviewing the different generations in the same families. I
would like to know how the younger generations and the older folks feel
they have been impacted by Los Alamos. I am not as interested, I guess,
in debating the pros and cons of the mission of Los Alamos-just because we have all been doing that for years and that is not really why I
came here, I would like to mention [that] the value of housing depends
to a large extent on shortages. I thought your facts [economist's statistics] were most interesting. But in Los Alamos, for years, we all lived in
military-type, very limited, housing. Eventually we were able to build
our own. But that is a real gamble up there, because the laboratory's
future is always uncertain. I think that covers the miscellaneous comments which I had to make. [Applause]
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(Javier Sandoval]
My name is Javier Sandoval, I am from Espanola, and if you notice
by my shirt here, I have been freezing my *** off at Harvard University
for the past three years. I am working on an English degree, and studying a lot of Chicano literature. Among the people I have to thank for
getting me there is Mr. [Estevan] Arellano's brother, Arnold Arellano
who taught [chemistry] at Espanola High School and encouraged a lot
of us, including my brother here, to excel.
What I would like to say is that not only Mr. Arellano's brother's
words have struck home with me. But tonight, Mr. Arellano has also
struck home with his words. It is really difficult to be in my position, to
deal with the tremendous gaps, or perceived gaps, between the different
strata of society. I think the solution to understanding is returning to
some of the old ideas, to a simpler way of life. I have been to Harvard
and I have seen what complexity can do. But I have [also] seen how the
most educated elite behave under pressure and some of the things they.
do. I would much rather have Mr. Arellano-people like him, people
close to the earth-in charge of what happens to the earth, rather than
people who are distant from the earth and unconcerned with the planet
we live on. I hope that one day we will be able to learn to live with the
idea factory that exists on The Hill, and that one day its walls will crumble
and we will return to a new simplicity. That is all I have to say. [Applause]
(Richard Wood]
I come [here tonight] as one of those native sons of New Mexico,
who disappeared to the West Coast to [complete] my education and
then ended up in Latin America for a few years. I have just made it back
on the faculty at UNM in sociology. My name is Richard Wood. I come
as a kind of a different native son. I am a child of the beast that lays the
golden eggs-I was born and raised in Los Alamos. I do not really have
much to say other than it has been a marvelous evening, and I really
appreciate what you have done and the project you, Professor Vasquez,
have [carried out].
Part of what is going to change the future of northern New Mexico is
the kind of understanding that you just spoke [about] and [our] beginning to talk to each other is a critical [part] of that. Coming from my
background, it is tempting to ask more about how Los Alamos responded
to the evening that you had there. But I think that we heard a lot from
Los Alamos over the years, and I would much rather ask about how folks
at the Onate Center responded, especially how they talked about both
the advantages they gain from working at Los Alamos-some of themand about the pain and the divisions it led to in their lives. So, thanks to
all of you. [Applause]
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[Response by Carlos Vasquez]
A quick story. The way that this project started was I wrote a grant
to the New Mexico Endowment for the Humanities when I first [arrived]
in 1991 because at that time the American Encounter Exhibit at the National Museum of History in Washington, D.C. was due to open. New
Mexico, like every other state had an exhibit there. It turned out New
Mexico's exhibit would be featuring the village of Chimayo, my birthplace. I thought, "This is great." So I did a series of oral histories with
people from Chimayo who travel everyday to work in Los Alamos, but
[who] refuse to move there even when given an opportunity. You know,
when the housing ownership changed it was not a very democratic process. It was a point system and you had access to housing according to
the number of points your job classification and perhaps other criteri[a]
rated. A lot of them had the choice but never took it.
I was trying to understand how these folks could live in two very
different cultures on a daily basis without becoming schizophrenic, or
nutty in some other way. We got some beautiful interviews. Well, as it
turned out, what was chosen to represent Chimayo in that exhibit was
low rider and not the oral histories of the people. But it I~d us to see that
the changes, the impact, had been extremely profound. At Onate, there
were some very articulate and disillusioned people who spoke. We will
be transcribing those tapes, we have it on film, and we hope to publish
their words. There is very little that I can add tonight because it is difficult to summarize their views.
[Dot Waldrip]
I am Dot Waldrip and I live in Albuquerque. I lived in Dixon for
fifteen years, so when I was doing interviews for the project, I was interviewing my [former] neighbors. We have talked about the paradoxes
that came out [in the interviews], and I wanted to share a specific case
with one neighbor [whom] I lived next to for fifteen years. He is now in
his seventies and he just finally retired after six years of working as a
[Los Alamos] consultant. When I went to interview him about his time
there [in Los Alamos], he had told me that he was sixteen when his dad
threw him in the back of a truck for the first time and they drove to Santa
Fe. He was sixteen, the first time he went to Santa Fe! They went to
fiestas, right?
By the time he was seventeen or eighteen he had already gone out
to California and he joined the army and eventually got to Oak Ridge,
Tennessee. He [came] back to Dixon, where he was born, and was able to
get a job at Los Alamos as a chemist. Eventually, by the time he retired,
he was head of hazardous waste disposal. So he was telling me about
the old times in Dixon, and how the community used to work together,
and I asked, "When did that change?" He said, "Well, I think it must
have been about the time the labs came in. Of course, [the] economists,
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and sociologists all know that is the time that [things] changed. I thought,
"Well now is he going to tell me that he liked it up there, or that he liked
them [the Lab] coming in, or what is he going to say now?" After saying
it ruined the way his valley used to work together, there was a long
pause, and a shift, and he said, "I cannot tell you how much working up
there, having Los Alamos, meant to me and my family. He said, "First of
all, I have been able to stay here where I was born and raised and able to
come back from there and help the people that are here, in any way that
I can." And he does. He does a lot for the community, and in the community. But he saw [how] the economic input [of] Los Alamos had [made] a
big shift in his whole culture. And he appreciated it. He [wound] up the
interview with, "I'm glad I was able to stay so long because I became
respected enough that they consulted me about the disposal of these
things. I have a feeling for that place." One of his solutions for disposal
of something, lithium or what not, which is actually mined in the hill
above Dixon, was to ship it off to New York. I thought that was pretty
good. But, he embodies all of those paradoxes about the whole [experience].
It was a marvelous project. I was in Carlos' class when he conceived
[of] the project and then I worked over at the office of research when he
[delievered] the proposal. It proved extremely interesting to me to be an
interviewer. [Applause]
[Enrique R. Lamadrid]
I am Enrique La Madrid [and] I am one of the lucky few New Mexicans to make it back home after getting an education elsewhere. I had
the curious experience of living in Santa Fe [for] six years. Well, I was
born in Embudo but never got to live there. I grew up in Santa Fe as well,
but mostly in Albuquerque. I am no stranger to military culture, growing
up in a town where most of your friends parents work at Sandia Base [or
some place like that.] Even though I grew up in central New Mexico, I
really know that culture [northern New Mexico] inside out, and all its
contradictions.
I had the curious experience of living for six years in Santa Fe and
teaching in Espanola, Los Alamos, [and] the Northern New Mexico Community College. It was about that time when I started noticing the kinds
of things that Edward Spicer-the anthropologist who studied Santa
Clara [Pueblo]-had to say about the extraordinary segregation of our
society. I mean as much as we talk about "multiculturalism" and associate with each other in public spaces, [we] really keep to our own His-'
panic, Anglo, Native American [space] once we are done in that public
sphere. I really saw that. The differences were so amazing.
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I remember the first class I taught up there [Los Alamos]. I was
terrified of the place, [of] everything I had heard. I met some extraordinary people but I was really surprised at the lack of connection. I was
really surprised at their lack of knowledge about the [Espanola] Valley.
They would ask me, once I would get to know them, "How can you go
down there? How can you work down there? Isn't it dangerous?" The
people in the valley know Los Alamos, I am not sure the opposite is true.
Thank you. [Applause]
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